Abstract. This article mainly investigated the perceptions of undergraduate students from the Department of Islamic Broadcasting Communication at State Islamic Institute of Kudus to the use of YouTube as project-based learning to foster speaking proficiency in broadcasting. The study was conducted as qualitative research and data were collected through the administration of a 15-item questionnaire to the students relating the perception of YouTube project in enhancing their speaking proficiency in broadcasting. The result revealed that majority of the students agreed that YouTube project can facilitate the use of English based on their positive attitudes towards its use and high percentages of the perceptions that it can foster speaking of the language. Furthermore, YouTube encourages them to be more confident when speaking English and also has the ability to support their appearance or performance when broadcasting. It is, therefore, important for lecturers to design English speaking skills integrated into course materials through the use of modern technology.
INTRODUCTION
The development of technology has led to the potentials in media particularly the broadcasting developments that are highly embedded in the social life. In conjunction with broadcasting area, English has become one of the meaningful elements in communication by which people are able to interact with others in the digital era. Further, it has a crucial role in defining the various forms of sound and visual news presented by some broadcasters. With regard to this, they are highly recommended to have a speaking proficiency in broadcasting. Along with broadcasting, the role of media cannot merely be neglected in delivering news and information. Regarding this, the media has functions as an instrument, a channel and a transitional agency which is used as a means of communication [1] . In accordance with the spoken language, speaking plays a crucial role in conveying messages and ideas which have certain and different features from the written language. In this matter, those differences could be clearly seen from the quality of voice, gestures, facial expressions, intonation, pronunciation, stress, rhythm and pausing. As a matter of fact, speaking English may be not easy for beginners particularly the undergraduate students from the Islamic Broadcasting Communication Department at State Islamic Institute of Kudus. Considering that speaking is 2 a productive skill that is more complex than pronouncing words, the undergraduate students may have problems in speaking English. It is in conjunction with Gan asserting that some problems that may be encountered by students in speaking English include inadequate vocabularies, the complicated grammar or structure, inappropriate intonation and pronunciation, lack opportunities of speaking English in class and society, lack of language curriculum development and input poor environment outside the classroom [2] .
In addition, there are other aspects needed in speaking skills. They are social and cultural rules which deal with the strategies of doing turn-taking, participants' roles, and circumstances. With regard to this, students are highly fostered to speak by creating an interactive linguistic environment. In an interactive linguistic environment, such as with the EFL classroom, the right amount and the right kind of verbal interaction must occur simultaneously for learning to take place [3] . Along with it, lecturers should consider the use of social media in teaching speaking in order to respond the development of technology and attract the interest of students in speaking English. The number of social media such as YouTube, Facebook, and YouTube has increasingly been used in teaching English. Further, online social media have played a crucial part for college students especially in language learning [4] . In other words, social media can be considered as effective tools in fostering social learning. [5] A number of studies related to the use of social media particularly YouTube have been previously undertaken by some researchers. In fact, the interest of utilizing YouTube in the educational aspect has become crucial [6] . YouTube provides fun access to language and instruction from all over the world and offers students with the great chance to achieve the target language meaningfully [7] . In addition, YouTube offers visual imagery to explore the attention spent on a stimulus that leads to stronger keys for obtaining the stored information [8] . Furthermore, YouTube can be used as a valuable instructional resource and can enhance students' digital learning style [9] . In other words, YouTube can be a free teaching resource and offer the opportunity to experience technology that will give students with marketable skills for better future careers. In accordance with the use of YouTube, lecturers and students can utilize YouTube to upload and share something by which they can publish the projects into YouTube which demonstrates a topic and create a social and digital community [10] . In higher education, the use of YouTube is not something new and it has prevalence as the educational tool to arouse students' outcomes and best practices [11] . In the context of English as a second language, YouTube has been increasingly used by educators as an educational resource for everything including the "slice-of-life" you tubes which can be used to teach students [12] . Interestingly, YouTube can be used as a learning tool to encourage students in understanding materials and exploring the topics [13] . Different from the previous studies that utilize YouTube as a media in the classroom, this article mainly focuses on the perception of YouTube project to foster speaking proficiency among the undergraduate students of the Islamic Broadcasting Communication Department at the State Islamic Institute of Kudus considering their low speaking proficiency since they are not from the English Department.
METHODOLOGY
This study anchors in a qualitative research. Although the findings are in the form of frequencies (e.g., the number of perceptions among undergraduate students dealing with the YouTube project) and percentage, the final product is in the form of a descriptive analysis or interpretation. In conjunction with a qualitative research, it mainly seeks to probe deeply into the research setting to obtain in depth understanding about the way things are, why they are that way, and how the participants in the context perceive them [14] . In gathering data, a 15-item self-assessment inventory is conducted to describe self-perceptions of undergraduate students dealing with the importance of the speaking proficiency and a project-based learning uploaded in YouTube in English. This study is conducted in the Islamic Broadcasting Communication Department, Faculty of Da'wah and Islamic communication at State Islamic Institute of Kudus, comprising of 20 students of the second semester.
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
This study explores the self-assessment inventory analysis by adopting the data analysis formula advocated by Nalliveettil and Alenazi in which they "added up the number of responses given for the scale Agree + the number of the responses given for the scale Strongly Agree = Total percentage" [15] . In addition, they adopt the same procedure for the statements -Disagree and Strongly Disagree except the third scale -undecided. However, the self-assessment inventory conducted in this study consists of five scales namely: Strongly Disagree, Disagree, Undecided, Agree and Strongly Agree.The analysis of this study also adopts the procedure proposed by Nalliveettil and Alenazi where those students who mark Disagree and Strongly Disagree are grouped under one category since pointing out a different perception when compared to the students who mark Agree and Strongly Agree are categorized to be agreeing with the self-assessment statements. Furthermore, the data of students who mark Undecided are presented in percentages. The graphs below give an overview of the individual percentages of each of the scales. For the sake of clear elaborations, a set of 15 items are grouped together in a graphic form:
Graph 1: Analysis of Items 1 to 7
Graph 2: Analysis of Items 8 to 15
In order to give an overview of the undergraduate students' perceptions particularly in Islamic Broadcasting Communication Department regarding the use of YouTube as a projectbased learning in encouraging their speaking proficiency in broadcasting, the tables below are presented: YouTube project facilitates me in broadcasting using English 9
It is difficult to make a YouTube as a project-based learning 10 It takes time when making a project and uploading it in YouTube 11
Learning English with leads to an unsocial setting of learning 12
After some time, learning English with YouTube may turn out be boring 13 I feel more comfortable while broadcasting using YouTube 14
YouTube project provides a chance to redo 15 YouTube project facilitates me in learning vocabulary
The percentages of each of the items above are described in graphic forms below:
Graph 3. Analysis of Items 1 to 7

Graph 4. Analysis of Items 8 to 15
Based on Graph 3, it shows that the undergraduate students from the Islamic Broadcasting Communication Department of State Islamic Institute of Kudus mostly agree that YouTube could be an alternative way as a project-based learning to encourage their speaking proficiency and performance in broadcasting. They can merely enjoy learning English by making a project of English learning uploaded in YouTube. However, other students seem unsure that YouTube can foster a pleasurable learning which has been showed by their undecided or neutral responses. Then, the majority of undergraduate students are of the perceptions that YouTube project can make them more confident when they speak English. Indeed, they have to make well preparations before their project was uploaded in YouTube. Meanwhile, some students show their uncertain or neutral responses that YouTube can make them confident to speak English. Further, most students do agree that the YouTube project can encourage them to speak English while others show unsure responses, they do agree that they can easily practice broadcasting using English while others express their uncertain responses. Further, Graph 4 indicates that majority of undergraduate students from the Islamic Broadcasting Communication Department at State Islamic Institute of Kudus agree that YouTube facilitates them in broadcasting using English. As a matter of fact, before they are assigned to make a YouTube project of broadcasting using English, they seem nervous when speaking in English. Interestingly, after they are assigned to make a YouTube project of broadcasting using English, they become more confident to speak English in broadcasting.
In addition, some of them argue that making a YouTube project is easy while others show their uncertain or neutral responses and response of disagreement. In relation to making a YouTube project, most of the undergraduate students do agree that it takes time when making a YouTube while others disagree and show their unsure response. Furthermore, a higher percentage of these students seem disagree that learning English with YouTube leads to an unsocial setting of learning. Meanwhile, others show their unsure or neutral response and the agreement. The above graphs also indicate that a higher percentage of students seem disagree that after some time, learning English with a YouTube project could turn out be boring. On the contrary, they feel more enthusiastic when making a YouTube project of broadcasting using English. In addition, they can produce an innovative YouTube project. The analysis also indicates that a higher percentage of students feel more comfortable while broadcasting using English in YouTube. However, only few students show their uncertain responses. Indeed, the above graphs also show that the students mostly agree that YouTube provides a chance to redo and facilitates them in learning vocabulary. It means that when making a YouTube project, students will have much time to redo and they are surely demanded to learn more vocabularies when broadcasting using English in a YouTube.
From the above elaborations, it can be clearly deduced that social media including YouTube has been considered to be effective for learning. In this matter, students are able to increase their higher level thinking skills including decision making and problem solving, communicating and collaborating using social media [16] . On the other hand, YouTube can be considered as one of the instructions in learning English [17] . Along with the Perception of undergraduate Students towards the use of YouTube as a project-based learning to foster their speaking proficiency in broadcasting, most of the students in Islamic Broadcasting Communication Department of State Islamic Institute of Kudus have both positive and high perceptions towards the use of YouTube as a project-based learning in encouraging their speaking proficiency of broadcasting using English. The findings of this study coincide with the findings of Riasati reporting that students with higher perceptions of English speaking proficiency will increase their self-confidence and decrease the level of anxiety [18] . In other words, students with a high perception of communication will be more confident and willing to speak English. However, the influence of their mother tongues, Javanese, and the national language, Indonesian, may become the major factor that remains challenging.
Surprisingly, before being assigned to make a YouTube project of broadcasting using English, the students of Islamic Broadcasting Communication Department do not have any motivation to speak English though they will be a broadcaster in the future. Indeed, the assignment of making a YouTube project of broadcasting in English really motivates them to learn English vocabularies, enhances them to feel more confident when speaking English, engages them to be more creative and innovative in making a YouTube project, enhances them to explore their chance to redo and create improvisations. Furthermore, improvisation activities are badly needed for students in classroom practice especially in teaching English [19] . Referring to it, students will engage themselves to use gestures, movements, voice, and tone in broadcasting activities. Thus, YouTube is really beneficial for them to speak English gradually. On the other hand, other students tend to have less motivation to create an innovative YouTube of broadcasting project since it takes time. It surely seems to be one of the barriers hindering them to learn English especially in speaking English. In other words, it can be deduced that students who lacked proficiency in speaking and writing English will have the big barriers to participation in the workforce [20] .
CONCLUSION
To sum up, this paper mainly focuses on the perception of undergraduate students in Islamic Broadcasting Communication Department of the State Islamic Institute of Kudus 6 related to the use of YouTube as a project-based learning in enhancing the speaking proficiency in broadcasting. The findings show that majority of students have positive attitudes and high percentages of using YouTube in encouraging them to speak English. Moreover, they are merely aware of English as a crucial means for their career improvement in broadcasting. Indeed, the lecturers are kindly suggested to be aware of the proficiency levels of their students by giving important exposures for students to speak English. It should be noticed that this study has explored the perception of the undergraduate students in Islamic Broadcasting Department at State Islamic Institute of Kudus towards the use of YouTube as a project-based learning. It is kindly recommended that future researchers conduct such studies in other fields from various disciplines as well as from different countries. By conducting this study, we would mainly obtain wider insights on how social media particularly YouTube can contribute to English development.
